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VA Hospital Shooting: ‘He Walked Up And Started 
Shooting At The Building’; Suspect Arrested At Jesse 
Brown Medical Center
August 12, 2019

CHICAGO (CBS) — A scare was averted Monday afternoon at the Jesse Brown VA 
Medical Center, when shots were fired into the hospital by a man with an assault 
rifle – but nobody was injured.
Jeffrey S. Sallet, special agent in charge of the FBI Chicago Field Office, said the 
offender was carrying an assault rifle. He said VA police mitigated the threat within 
30 second of the gunman entering the building.
“We avoided tragedy here in the city of Chicago today,” Sallet said at a media 
conference Monday night.
As CBS 2’s Charlie De Mar reported, police said the shots started outside and 
continued inside the VA hospital.
“He walked up and started shooting at the building,” one witness told De Mar. As 
the shooter stopped to reload, the witness said, “by that time, a car tried to run him 
over.”
Cellphone video from inside the hospital showed just how quickly hospital police 
took down the shooter. He was on the ground in less than a minute.



The Aftermath of the Shooting at Chicago’s 
Mercy Hospital

BY KATHERINE BLOSSFIELD IANNITELLI, MD 
A gunman shot and killed an emergency physician, a pharmacy resident, and a police 
officer at Chicago’s Mercy Hospital in November, leaving the emergency physicians there 
reeling from the experience. They cycled through every emotion imaginable, from fear to 
guilt, but they were able to glean some lessons from their harrowing experience.

Keep Yourself Safe
Basem Khishfe, MD, was working in the ED opposite Tamara O’Neal, MD, for eight 

hours that day. After learning that she had been shot in the parking lot, he and others 
wanted to run to their dying friend. “Our first instinct as physicians is to save lives,” he 
said. But the shooter was moving toward the ED. The police urgently insisted that they 
barricade in a break room with other staff and a patient. One physician started toward 
the parking lot, but Dr. Khishfe prevented her. “I remember hugging her and telling her I 
want to run also, but we need to make sure everyone is safe so we can go help Tamara. 
“The most important thing is to protect yourself so you can help others when the 
incident is done,” he said. “You can’t help someone if you’re dead.” 



All hospitals should develop a comprehensive violence 
prevention program. No universal strategy exists to prevent 
violence. The risk factors vary from hospital to hospital and 
from unit to unit. Hospitals should form multidisciplinary 
committees that include direct-care staff as well as union 
representatives (if available) to identify risk factors in 
specific work scenarios and to develop strategies for 
reducing them.
All hospital workers should be alert and cautious when 
interacting with patients and visitors. They should actively 
participate in safety training programs and be familiar with 
their employers’ policies, procedures, and materials on 
violence prevention.
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